
z

Enforcing the Plastic Waste Law: 
Morris County’s Approach

Morris County Division of Public Health 

Stephanie Gorman, Assistant Health Officer



z

Morris County Division of Public Health 

Pursuant to the authority delegated by the Commissioner of the New 

Jersey Department of Environmental Protection, under the County 

Environmental Health Act, (N.J.S.A. 26:3A2-21 et seq.), the Morris 

County Division of Public Health (MCDPH) enforces the provisions of 

the Solid Waste Management Act (N.J.S.A. 13:1E-1 et seq.) and 

Regulations (N.J.A.C. 7:26-1 and 7:26A-1 et seq.). 
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P.L. 2020, c. 117
Plastic Waste Law: Inspections

From May 4, 2022 to June 30, 2022 – Inspect at least 25 Food Service 

Businesses and 25 Grocery Stores for compliance with plastic, paper and 

polystyrene bans.

 “Food service business” means a business that sells or provides food for 

consumption on or off the premises, and includes, but is not limited to, any 

restaurant, café, delicatessen, coffee shop, convenience store, grocery store, 

vending truck or cart, food truck, movie theater, or business or institutional 

cafeteria, including those operated by or on behalf of any governmental entity.

 “Grocery store” means a self-service retail establishment that occupies at least 

2,500 square feet and that sells household foodstuffs for off-site consumption, 

including, but not limited to, fresh produce, meat, poultry, fish, deli products, 

dairy products, canned foods, dry foods, beverages, baked foods, or prepared 

foods. “Grocery store” shall not include an establishment that handles only 

prepackaged food that does not require time or temperature controls for food 

safety.



z

P.L. 2020, c. 117
Plastic Waste Law: Inspections
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P.L. 2020, c. 117
Plastic Waste Law: Complaints

 Report complaints through NJDEP:

 Toll-free hotline 1-877-WARNDEP (1-877-927-6337)

 Mobile Application WARN NJDEP 
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P.L. 2020, c. 117
Plastic Waste Law: Complaints

NJDEP DataMiner can be located by visiting: https://www13.state.nj.us/DataMiner

https://www13.state.nj.us/DataMiner
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P.L. 2020, c. 117
Plastic Waste Law: Enforcement

C.13:1E-99.131 Violations, penalties. 

 First offense – Notice of Violation (written warning, no penalty) 

 Second offense – Notice of Penalty (up to $1,000) 

 Third or subsequent offense – Notice of Penalty (up to $5,000) 

 Penalties are collected through administrative hearings as established under the 

“Penalty Enforcement Law of 1999,” P.L.1999, c.274 (C.2A:58-10 et seq.), or in 

any case before a court of competent jurisdiction wherein injunctive relief has 

been requested. If the violation is of a continuing nature, each day during which 

it continues shall constitute an additional, separate, and distinct offense. The 

Superior Court and the municipal court shall have jurisdiction to enforce the 

provisions of the “Penalty Enforcement Law of 1999” in connection with 

P.L.2020, c.117 (C.13:1E-99.126 et al.)
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Have Questions?  Need Assistance? 

 Michael Flora, Solid Waste Investigator (Retiring 12/31/2021) Mflora@co.morris.nj.us

 Joseph Schmidt, Solid Waste Investigator Jschmidt@co.morris.nj.us

 Brian Snyder, Registered Environmental Health Specialist BWSnyder@co.morris.nj.us

 Patrick Herrera, Registered Environmental Health Specialist Trainee Pherrera@co.morris.nj.us
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Thank you!

Stephanie Gorman, Asst. Health Officer

SGorman@co.morris.nj.us

(973) 631-5183 

County of Morris 

Department of Law and Public Safety

Division of Public Health

PO Box 900 

Morristown, NJ 07963

Phone: (973) 631-5484

Fax: (973) 631-5490
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